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vtrike out ‘him’ and insert ‘them’ same line, strike out ‘his’
and ingert ‘their.’

In the tiltle of the bill after the word ‘Johnston’ insert
John Malloy. the said bill was then read a second, by spe-
eial order, a third time, and passcd with the proposed
a:rendments. |

Mr. Heath, from the committee, to wliom was referred
the petition of Micajah Merryman, Junr. and others, pray-
ing for a law confirming and making valid the division of
{he property therein mentioned, reported tiat the committee
had had the same under consideration, and were of opinion
the prayer of the petitioners ought rot to be granted, and
that the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition,

- Which report was redd and coacurrred in.

On motisn of Mr. Thomas, the Senate resumed the con-
deration of the message with the substitite offered by Mr.
Kennedy, relative to the bill entitled, dn act for the general
valuation and assessment of popertyin this State.

Mr. Smith, then offeréd thie follbwing message as a sak-
stitute for the oue ofiered by 2r. Kcunedy, which was read.

EV the Senate, March 10, 1829.
Gentlemen of the House of Delegates,

We have rejected the bill entitled, an act for the general
valuation and assessmeut of property in this State. We
have also cousidered the amendments reported by the «om-
mittee of conferences in which we coacur, as improving the
bill, but not enaugh so to ensure itsadoption by the Senate.
We are of opinion, that an nssessment 1s not required at this
~ #fime. Many of the couutics have at recent intervals had
ncw valudtions of property and itis presumed, that others
will ask for the requisite cnactments which their wants may
call for the aid of the legislature. It is true, that assess-
ments made in this way, will not be equal throughout the
State, but 1t is deemcd more advisable, to submit to these
fractional differences in any amount of tax te be levied, then
to subject the whole State to a {resh burden of this kmd.—
Assessments too, are at all times vexatious to the people, and
there are but few, who will patiently receive the odious in-
vestigations of the assessor.

But deeply impfessed with the obligation imposed upon
the Greneral Assembly, not only to provide the means for
meeting the public engagements, as were in the ordinary ex-
penses of the government, as in the great and careful objeets
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